A Lenten Message...

5 05 s | etus consider...

“So Jesus said again, "Amen, amen, | say to you, | am the gate for the sheep. All who came [before me] are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; |
came so that theg might have life and have it more abundantlg. | am the good shephcrc{. A goocl shcphcrd
Iags down his life for the shcep. A hired man, who is not a shepherc‘ and whose shecp are not his own, sees a
wolf coming and leaves the sheeP and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. Thisis because he

works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.” Uohn 10: 7~1 Z)

T he fifth chapter of | audato Si* is dedicated cxclusivc]g to tracing a Path for c{ialoguc and actions that
Point fora way out of the sPira] of self-destruction to which we condemn the Common Fome. | he Fope is

aware that it is not enough to analyzc the symptoms, to make the &iagnosis, but it is necessary to act.

“,..Eioclivcrsitg is considered at most a clePosit of economic resources available for exploitation, with no
serious thought for the real value of things, their signhcicance for persons and cultures, or the concerns and
needs of the poor, (LS #I90> Whenever these questions are raisecl, some react by accusing others of
irrationa”g attemPting to stand in the way of progress and human cleve]opment. But we need to grow in the
conviction that a decrease in the pace of Produc’cion and consumPtion can at times give rise to another form
of progress and &evelopment. Egorts to Promote a sustainable use of natural resources are not a waste of
money, but rather an investment capab]e of Providing other economic benefits in the medium term. [f we look
at the larger Picture] we can see that more diversified and innovative forms of Production which imPact less on
the environment can prove very ProFitable. |t is a matter of openness to different Possibilities which do not

involve sti”ing human creativitg and its ideals of progress, but rather C‘Iirecting that energy along new

channels.” (LS #19 i)

During this | enten Season...
What can be changec} inmy attitudes and actions that better promotes abundant life for all?

Wherc do ] need to be conver’ceé...changed?
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