A Lenten Message...

oy | etus consider...

“AWhich is the first of all the commandments?”
Jesus rcplied, “The first is this: f7ear, (D [sracll T he [ ord our (God is | ord alone!
You shall love the [ ord your (God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.
The secondis this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
T here is no other commandment greater than these” (Mk 12: 29 —31)

Jn his Second chaptcr oFLauJato.\Sﬁ FOPC Francis offers a small catechesis on the Jucleo-Christian
unclerstancling of creation...and nature’s rc|ationsl’1ip to (God, the creator. [is reference to St. [Francis’
understanding of this re]ationship l’lC'PS to lead the reader to see how our re]ationship with all of creation is a

decp communion.

“A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real if our hearts lack tenclcrness,
compassion and concern for our fellow human beings. ]t is clear]g inconsistent to combat tragicking in
enclangerec{ sPecies while remaining ComP]etelg indifferent to human tralclcicking, unconcerned about the
poor, or unc{er’caking to c{cstroy another human being deemed unwanted. | his comPrises the very meaning
of our s’crugg]e for the sake of the environment. ... Evcrgthing is connected. (_oncern for the environment
thus needs to bejoine& to a sincere love for our fellow human beings and an unwavering commitment to

resolving the Prob!cms of society.” (excerpt 1 S#91)
During this | enten Season...
How do | expcrience being in “communion” with all of creation?

Wl‘lere do ] fall short of honoring this understanding of being “related” to evergtl‘n’ng, of being in communion

with evergtning’?

Wlﬂere do ] need to be convertec{‘..changec;?
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