
this place 
The Portiuncula housed within a huge basilica 
 (Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli) 

 
the holy man loved more  
than other places in the world; 

he stayed there regularly out of his reverence for the angels  
he sensed and his special love for the mother of Christ;. 

 
for here he began humbly, 

abandoned and deserted he repaired it; 
 
here he progressed virtuously, 

moved by warm devotion toward Mary, 
he first came to know perfectly the way of truth; 

 
here he ended happily. 

where Francis wanted to give back his soul to God. 
 
this place 

In this place, “The Little Portion,” 
 
he entrusted to his brothers at his death 

from this place from which the friars were sent on mission to the world, 
 
as the most beloved of the Virgin. 

from Saint Mary of the Angels. 
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